ACPA Comments on Call for Reduced Interprovincial Barriers.

Over the past decade, Canada’s chemistry associations have worked to facilitate the mutual
recognition of practicing chemists (PChems) across the provinces. These associations, including
the ACPA, accept out of province academic credentials and have set up mutual agreements
ensuring applicants continue to meet high professional and ethical standards through their
nationally provided ethics course. This out of province registration process continues to protect
public safety across Canada by enabling provincial registrars to thoroughly vet applicants.

The Federation of Canada’s Professional Chemists (FCPC), representing the combined interests
of the provincial associations, realizes the economic challenges posed by ongoing interprovincial
trade barriers and underscores the importance of reducing these to foster growth. With this
interest, the ACPA and the FCPC welcome the facilitation or reduction of barriers to
interprovincial labour mobility as recently mentioned by the Government of Alberta.

“This is important for Canadians and our economy,” says Association of the Chemical Profession
of Alberta (ACPA) Executive Director Chris Swyngedouw.

“We applaud efforts of the Alberta provincial government to collaborate with the regulated
professions. Chemists are interested in seeing interprovincial labour mobility barriers removed
and reduced.”

The upcoming Alberta provincial regulation (Professional Governance Act) also enforces strict
ethical standards and disciplinary measures to counteract unsafe or incompetent practices.

Demonstrating that public safety remains the top priority for chemists, it is currently mandatory
for all ACPA PChem applicants to have completed the ethics course prior to membership. This
course offers professionalism, professional conduct and ethics, integrity, managing conflicts,
and resolving moral dilemmas lessons.

After the PGA proclamation, the ACPA aims to have PChems complete the ethics course as part
of their professional development within one year of registration.

The ACPA and the FCPC remain committed to maintaining a fair and efficient registration
system that supports economic and member needs while safeguarding public safety.

For more information, visit our website at https://www.pchem.ca/.
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